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Outcomes: 50x50x50 by 2025

50% increase in access to affordable,     
nutritious food;

50 new circular business and collaboration 
opportunities; and

50% increase in economic value by reducing or 
transforming food waste

…all by 2025



Guelph-Wellington Rural Urban Living Lab
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Smart City + CE + City Building 

A resilient, inclusive and collaboratively built community where 
people, data and technology create a living lab of possibilities.
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City as collaborator, convener, catalyst
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Innovation happens 
when people flourish

Evolving City building role – core principle



foodfuture.ca

Canada’s first circular food economy 
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System-level change – Pathfinder projects



Increase Access to 
Nutritious Food by 
50% 

Launch 50 new circular food 
businesses / collaborations

Increase Value of the  
Circular Food Economy 
by 50% 

COVID Response & Recovery

Data and Tech

Very Active First Year

Food 
Material 
Flow 
Study



Kitchen Table Community Platform
• Launched in early September – almost 600 registered users.
• Innovation and community collaboration platform. 
• Intended to build circular food economy movement to exist beyond 

smart city project. 
foodfuture.ca

kitchentable.foodfuture.ca


Access to Healthy, Affordable Food
Food Environment Assessment
Food Security & Health Action Plan
Food Resiliency Table



Data and Tech

Circularity in Action

For every two individuals who pay regular retail 
prices, up to three community members can 
access food at lower prices.



Urban Agriculture Challenge
• Awarded $106,000 to ten local urban agriculture projects through an open community challenge
• 28 projects were submitted in total – with online voting via Kitchen Table community hub 

(hundreds of votes submitted).



Producers:
On Farm Digital 
Pilots
Broadband Access
Regenerative 
Practices Research
Food Hub Study



Data and Tech



17Circular Opportunity Innovation Launchpad (COIL) launched April 2021 in Guelph-Wellington, Ontario



Circular Economy iHub & 
Digital Passport



Harvest Impact

Social Finance 
Fund

Launch of $2M+ fund
to intake local

investments and
invest in 

local projects



Launch of ReSource Exchange Marketplace – May 2021

https://resourceexchange.ca/


Currently hosting 80+ 
open data sets from 
collaborators (City, 
County, OMAFRA, Toward 
Common Ground, 
StatsCan).



Food Flow Study – Dillon / Metabolic




